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                Young Ambassador of the 21st Century
and the
Tall Ships Youth Trust Shipshape Award

CLUB GUIDE  105SW – 2026/2027
          The District 105SW final will be held at Autumn Forum on October 11th 2026 in Callington.
                                                
This guide outlines the Young Ambassador of the 21st Century Award and the Tall Ships Youth Trust Shipshape Award. 

The aim of the scheme, which operates throughout Europe, is to recognise, encourage and support young people who are actively involved in the welfare of the community, supporting the best of our Lions’ ideals.  In previous years, candidates have been involved in helping young and older people, disabled, able bodied and disadvantaged and have organised projects in conservation, crime prevention, promoting healthier lifestyles, hospital radio and other initiatives. 
Young people who share Lions Clubs’ service ethos can be found around the British Isles. 

TALL SHIPS YOUTH TRUST SHIPSHAPE AWARD

Since 2000, all candidates for the LIONS YOUNG AMBASSADOR of the 21st CENTURY AWARD are eligible for the Tall Ships Youth Trust Shipshape Award (except the Young Ambassador chosen to represent MD105). The award is presented to a Young Ambassador who demonstrates a particularly strong personal commitment and enthusiasm for their community work. The Lions Clubs Young Ambassador Shipshape Award provides a life changing adventure at sea for one of the Young Ambassador finalists. Its purpose is for the recipient to develop their leadership skills by joining a crew of young people with a range of abilities onboard a Tall Ships Youth Trust ship.

 Rules and Selection Process

The scheme will take the form of the selection of a Young Ambassador of the 21st Century, with an award made at the annual Multiple District (MD) Final in Dudley.

a) Candidates must be nominated by a Lions or Leo club. The sponsoring club is responsible for supporting the candidate through each stage of the process and should be prepared for the commitment involved, including paying the candidate’s expenses. These expenses may be paid from the club’s Charity account. Expenses at the District and MD Final are covered by the District and MD Foundation.

b) Each participating club is asked to contribute an entry fee of £30, £20 of which should be forwarded by District Treasurers to the Multiple District Youth Trust.  
c) The scheme is open to candidates within the age limits as follows:
To be eligible, candidates must have reached their 15th birthday, but not their 19th birthday, on or before 30th June in the year in which the MD Final is to be held.




 d) Members of Leo clubs are eligible to put themselves forward for selection as candidates, provided that they are not sponsored by their own club and are within the specified age range.

e) Previous winners of an MD Young Ambassador Final are not eligible for selection as candidates.  However, non-winning former participants are eligible, providing they still fall within the age range and are sponsored by a Lions club. 

f) Candidates will progress through the various levels up to the MD Final.  The MD Final winner will progress to the European Final to be held at Europa Forum.

g) The Application Form is a Word document and can be downloaded from the district website or accessed through the District Officer. All requested information should be included, together with supporting documents listed.

h) The judges will be looking for:
· The candidate’s involvement in community service, for which 50% of the marks are allocated.
· The personality and leadership qualities of the candidate (15% of the marks).
· The candidate’s proposals for the use of the bursary (15% of the marks).
· The ability to speak for up to 3 minutes about the candidate’s service activities (20% of the marks, divided equally between the quality of the presentation and the ability to answer questions about its content).   
i) The Young Ambassador of the 21st Century Award consists of:
· A bursary of £1,500 (£500 as a District Young Ambassador plus £1,000 as the MD Young Ambassador).
· A trophy to be held for one year.
· A small trophy to keep
· A commitment to speak at MD Convention in that year, with expenses paid by the MD Foundation.
· A commitment to participate in the Young Ambassador of the 21st Century European award, to be held at Europa Forum later in the same year, with expenses paid by the MD Youth Trust.
· An invitation to attend the MD Youth Camp in that year.
· Attendance at the following years MD Final in Dudley

j) The Shipshape Award consists of:
· The Shipshape “Spirit of Youth” trophy to hold for one year.
· A bursary towards the cost of a voyage on a Jubilee Sailing Trust ship.
· A small trophy to keep.
· £500 as a District Young Ambassador.
· The opportunity to develop leadership and other skills on a tall ship voyage.

All other participants in the MD Final will also receive a bursary of £500.  

Candidates may be awarded further prizes/bursaries at the discretion of their sponsoring club and District. District 105SW Young Ambassador will be asked to speak at the District Convention in March of that year and attend the following years District Final.
Important Note – the winners’ bursaries are to be used for the welfare work within the candidates’ projects or for training to develop the candidates’ potential to carry out this welfare work.  These bursaries are not intended to be for the personal financial benefit of the candidates. The only personal benefit to be derived is the encouragement of character development through participation in the scheme. 
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