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Welcome to the April edition of the Newsletter.  

This month is the time to conduct a vote to appoint 

your officers for next year, just to remind you these 

are: President, Secretary, Treasurer and 

Membership Officer. When the voting is complete 

following your business meetings, it is vitally 

important that these appointments are entered 

onto the LCI Website and details forwarded to your 

District Secretary Christine Rowe so that Directories 

can be produced on a timely basis. 

The other officer positions usually Activities, 

Community Service, Fundraising, Social and Tail 

Twister are appointments by your incoming 

President. 

Your Club may also be required to change Trustees 

if they have completed their full term of duty. 

Our District Convention was judged to be a great 

success, I was pleased with the final result and felt 

quite emotional at times particularly with the 

sections on Competition winners and District 

awards. 

My thanks to everyone who worked so hard to 

make it happen, what a great achievement for a 

first-time effort. Yes, there were some small 

hiccups at the beginning that were not present at 

the rehearsal but, these were sorted quickly, and 

the Convention then ran very smoothly. At the end 

of the day, the team and I were happy. 

The minutes of Convention will be sent with the 

monthly Mail drop and be uploaded to the District 

website (password protected). There will also be a 

link to download the entire Convention if you wish. 

The really good news is that three of the four local 

winners of the Photographic Competition that were 

entered into the MD Competition won prizes with 

one being the Overall Winner, our Peace Poster 

winner came a respectable sixth overall nationally. 

More details in this month’s LION Magazine. 

Lion David - District Governor SW 

________________________________________ 
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Weymouth & Portland Lions Club 

 

Certificate of Appreciation – Adam Kirby 

Our certificate of appreciation for this month goes 

to Adam Kirby, an employee of Stockley Builders, 

Dorchester. Adam, a qualified builder, and stone 

mason, worked on the drystone wall feature on the 

cliff path between Southwell village and Portland 

Bill, Dorset during late 2020. Not only did this 

attract the attention of local residents and visitors, 

but the eagle eye of local Lion Roger Sutherland. So 

impressed was Roger with Adam’s voluntary work 

that he then recommended Adam for a Lions 

Certificate of Appreciation. 

________________________________________________ 

Yeo Valley Lions 
 
When Lockdown started Yeo Valley Lions sprang into 
action and collected food donations on behalf of 
Clevedon Foodbank, they also set up a system with the 
food bank to deliver food parcels to those in need in 
Yatton and the surrounding areas in North Somerset 
and continue to do this today!   
 

Within a few weeks, Yatton Youth Club offered 
space to store food parcels and soon Yatton 

Foodbank was set up by the youth club. This is 
heavily supported by Yeo Valley Lions and Clevedon 
Foodbank, with parcels made up by the Clevedon 
site and collected and dropped off to the Youth 
Club by Yeo Valley Lions, offering another level of 
service so people could collect direct from the 
youth club themselves with their vouchers should 
they prefer.   
 
Yatton Foodbank has now been open at the Youth 
Club for nearly a year and operates every Thursday 
9.30am-12.00pm. As part of a Trussell Trust 
Foodbank network, it works on a system of 
vouchers, which can be obtained from schools, 
doctors, social workers and support agencies, or by 
ringing the national Citizens Advice helpline on 
0808 208 2138.   
 
Donations for the Foodbank are also gratefully 
received at Yatton Youth Club on a Thursday 
morning, there is a donation drop off area at the 
front of the Youth Club. 

Another example of Lions in action 

 

_____________________________________________ 

Clevedon Lions MJF award 

PP Lion Suzanne Miller receives MJF 

Clevedon Lion member Suzanne Miller has been 

awarded the MJF which is an award given to Lion 

members who have made a huge contribution to 

humanity and the legacy of our founder Melvin 
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Jones.  Melvin Jones was a salesman from Chicago, 

Illinois, and in 1917 became a founder member of 

Lions Clubs International, which now has 1.4 million 

members worldwide. Suzanne (Sue) has been an 

extremely active member of Clevedon Lions since 

April 2011. During that time, she has been 

President on 4 occasions, 2013/14, 2014/15, 

2015/16 and 2018/19. She held the post of Zone 

Chairperson for district 105SW during the period 

2016/17 and 2017/18, whilst also being sight and 

hearing officer for the district. Since 2019 Lion Sue 

has been Team Leader of Global Membership and 

continues to enjoy this role. Sue is a very highly 

respected and loved member of Clevedon Lions 

and continues to be an active member of the club. 

She is always the first to give her time and energy 

to any events or projects and is an inspiration to all 

of us. 

Congratulations on your award Sue, very well 

deserved.   

 

 

 

Clevedon Lions and local residents thank NHS 

Clevedon Lions sent out a request to local residents 

to donate items for ‘Goody bags’ as a way of 

thanking NHS workers for all the hard work and 

dedication during the pandemic. We had hoped to 

have sufficient donations to make up about 50 

bags, kindly donated by Asda supermarket, 

consisting of shampoo, conditioner, shower gel, 

face cream, toiletries, lip balm, body spray, hand 

cream, also tea bags, coffee and various other 

items that could be of help. 

The generosity of Clevedon residents has, once 

again, surprised us, with in excess of 100 bags 

being assembled. We have been able to give bags 

to Clevedon Hospital, Weston Hospital and 

Southmead Hospital. A selection of toiletries has 

also been given to our District Nurses in Clevedon. 

We have also donated gift boxes containing tea, 

coffee, biscuits and chocolates to both Clevedon 

Medical Centre and Sunnyside Practice. As we had 

such a good response, 10 ‘goody bags’ have also 

been delivered to the Ambulance Station in Nailsea 

and we are also donating a gift box of goodies to 

the Great Western Ambulance team.  

Once again, Clevedon Lions would like to thank the 

residents of our lovely town for their generosity. 

Stay safe everyone, keep to the advice of social 

distancing and mask wearing so that we can all look 

forward to getting back to some form of normality. 
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Callington Lion Club  

Local Lions are helping NHS Patients 

A recent admission to Launceston Hospital by a 

Callington Lions family member brought to light 

that some patients were missing personal hygiene 

items such as toothbrushes, soaps, shower gels, 

etc. due to the lockdown. The Lions were informed 

that nursing staff were funding some of these 

hygiene items out of their own wages, especially 

where family members lived far away. Callington 

and District Lions also became aware that patients 

in Liskeard Hospital were similarly suffering. 

So, Callington and Liskeard Lions clubs joined forces 

to support patients both at Launceston and 

Liskeard Hospitals, purchasing a large selection of 

such items; thanks, were also made to Tesco in 

Callington for a donation towards the £325 spent. 

 

 

Callington Lions’ Past President Emma Burnard and Liskeard 

President Martin Symonds collecting the personal hygiene 

items for Liskeard Hospital 

______________________________________________ 

Lions Club of Plymouth 

President Lion Jeff Horgan presented a 50 Year 
Award Chevron to Lion Walter (Wally) Parson to 
commemorate his 50 Years of loyal service to the 
local community of Plymouth and surrounds, as a 
respected and honoured member of the Lions Club 
of Plymouth. 

Wally as many will know is a big-hearted fellow 
who has an extremely good sense of humour which 
is enjoyed by all who know and meet him. He has 
served the Lions Club of Plymouth over the past 50 
years as a very active member holding many 
positions to include being club President on two 
occasions, 1977/78 and 1999/2000, also Club 
Secretary 1971 to 1974 and again 2000 to 2002.  

He has been relied upon to organise a good 
number of lucrative fundraising events as Chairman 
of Activities 1976/77 and 1993/94, to name a few, 
Amateur Boxing, Plymouth Sound Appeal, and 
Xmas Hamper Appeal for the elderly. He also 
served as Chairman of Lion Community Service 
from 1983 to 1988. In addition, he has chaired sub - 
committees such as Social, Membership, Minute 
Secretary, Lion Tamer, and Tail Twister. 
 
The annual Jumelage event with the Morlaix Lions 
club from France, was organised by both he and his 
wife Jay, they were wonderful hosts, always 
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inviting the French and British Lions for lunch in 
their garden and always made sure the cabaret 
(Wally’s Magic!) went off without a hitch, but with 
plenty of appreciative laughter!   
 
Whilst things normally went well, there was one 
occasion when Wally had a very unfortunate 
incident in a hot air balloon, he was invited to join a 
couple of friends for a balloon adventure, as the 
balloon was taking off, both friends the pilot and 
navigator fell out of the basket leaving Wally 
ascending into the sky alone, fortunately Wally 
didn’t panic, (not in his nature!), he used his 
knowledge on aircraft design to work out how to 
bring the balloon down safely, not a pretty landing, 
the basket collided on landing and Wally injured his 
arm but lived to tell the tale, …… often!! 

In 2004 Wally elected to continue his service to the 
Lions Club of Plymouth as a Privileged Member and 
still attends a good number of the club’s main 
social events and functions.  

(No more ballooning please DG) 

_________________________________________ 

Barnstaple Lions Club 

Covid Vaccination Marshalling 

The Barnstaple Lions Club was approached by the 

local GP surgery, Brannam Medical Centre at the 

beginning of February seeking our help to provide 

marshalling assistance during the Covid vaccination 

programme at the centre. To date, we have 

provided marshalling on 2 occasions at the medical 

centre and now we have moved to the Leisure 

Centre in town where we have marshalled so far on 

2 days. 

Barnstaple Lions have provided to date 274-man 

hours of service to enable the local community to 

park safely, to manage their appointment time and 

to safely enter the building, and then after 

vaccination to leave the building safely. The 

marshalling is in 2 shifts 08.45 to 13.30 and then 

13.45 to 18.30 hrs pictured above is an AM shift 

from the 18th February.  

The club has been asked to continue marshalling 

for as long as we are needed and are happy to do 

so to ensure the community in which we serve can 

return as soon as possible to normal, whatever that 

might be in the future. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lion President Andy Shiner, Secretary Graham Kingsbury, Lion 
Mike Hill and Lion Volunteers Karen and Eamon Rogers and 
Sally Strut on the AM Marshalling shift. 
          
____________________________________________ 

Launceston Lions Club 

A big THANK YOU to Poundland and Tesco of 
Launceston for the donations of toiletries.  

These have been sent Derriford Hospital Plymouth 
as well as our local hospital, for patients who are in 
great need of these items as they are unable to 
have visitors who would normally bring these items 
in. This appeal was made following an appeal from 
one of the doctors in Elderly Care at Derriford 
Hospital, Plymouth. 
Some of these items have gone to the staff of the 
Critical Care Units, in appreciation and to say thank 
you for their dedicated work over these past 
months. 
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Christine & Peter Rowe - Launceston Lions Club with donated items 

 

KEEP SAFE 

Colin Comber 

colin.comber1@btinternet.com 


